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Baker’s Pond is named after John Baker (left), who established a steelworks, John Baker and Co, on the site in 1903. Regrettably John died one year later while the site was being cleared, and it was left to his son George, to develop the business - producing railway tyres, wheels and axles. George Baker was an energetic and inventive man and oversaw, in 1906, the development of a steel plant, and the use of steel to replace the previous practice of using iron. During the First World War however the plant was turned over to munitions and the company, staffed mainly by women, produced over 6 million shells.

It was after the War that the company made one of its biggest steps forward, when George, together with his nephew Henry, who joined the company in 1925, secretly developed the first forging manipulator to be used in the UK. The new equipment revolutionised axle production, boosting output, and in 1929 the company took over Henry Bessemer and became Baker and Bessemer Ltd.

Production was again halted by World War II, when once more the business turned to producing not only shells but also armour piercing nose caps, anti aircraft rockets and bogies for Churchill tanks.

In 1963 the company was taken over by the United Steel Companies Ltd and the English Steel Corporation and closed. Throughout its life the company produced hundreds of thousands of tyres, wheels, and axles selling them not only in the UK but also throughout the world as railways expanded.

This period of industrialisation however gave little thought to the environment and the pond was seen simply as a water supply and somewhere to dispose of waste. Throughout the period and since, for it wasn’t until the mid 90’s that the local canals and river Don began to hold fish, anglers at the plant had to travel to go fishing. They usually did this via trains from the local stations, now also closed, travelling to such places as Ulleskelf on the river Wharfe or the Stainforth and Keadby canal, or the Keadby drains. During these trips anglers would often bring fish back with them to stock in the pond. Of course few, if any, survived and it wasn’t until later that a few small fish started to appear.


For the next 25 years angling remained prohibited for all but employees of the companies that superseded Baker’s. That changed in 1998 however, when the newly formed Kilnhurst and District Angling Alliance negotiated a license allowing anglers to fish. In return the Alliance, together with Groundwork Dearne Valley, agreed to carry out specific works to enhance the area. A security fence was installed, tons and tons of rubbish were removed both from within, and from around the pond and a series of fishery management initiatives were carried out to boost and improve fish stocks.

Further big changes occurred in 2007, when the Alliance purchased the pond and the surrounding land from a local builder who had bought the site for a housing development.

Having finally gained access to the entire pond, the Alliance drew up even more ambitious plans to improve the water as a fishery. With help from the Environment Agency a series of recycled plastic angling platforms were established around the perimeter, new footpaths were made to aid access, a toilet built and areas landscaped. Water lilies were also planted around the pond’s perimeter. The pond today bears little resemblance to that of 100 years ago and is now the home not only to fish, but also ducks, kingfishers, dragonflies, amphibians and snakes.
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